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Arresting Journalists..!
Many, many decades ago, 

while riding my motorbike as 
a teenager, I crashed into a 
car and was badly injured. At 
least the blood all over made 
others feel I was terribly hurt and 
the ones in the car, who were 
actually mechanics and were 
testing the brakes of the car they 
had just repaired, took me to the 
nearest hospital.

The lady doctor took one look 
at me, and cried out, “We can’t 
do anything!”

I remember looking at her 
through all the blood and asking, 
“Don’t you have children?”

“Yes, I do!” she whispered.

“Then think of me as one 
of them and please stop the 
bleeding!”

Well, the good doctor, and the 
nurses did do that, and later I 
asked her why she had refused 
to do anything at fi rst. I saw her 
looking at the rough mechanics 
and I understood what she was 
leaving unsaid, “I looked at the 
men who had brought you in,” 

she said in silence, “and felt if 
I did not save you, they would 
thrash me!”

She obviously had heard 
about the beating up of doctors. 
But, in all probability, I could 
have lost a lot of blood and 
maybe my life, if treatment had 
not been given.

This morning as I read that 
the Manipur police had booked 
four journalists belonging to the 
Editors Guild, for going on a fact-
fi nding mission to the riot prone 
area, and reporting what they 
saw, I thought of that accident 
and the silent response of that 
good lady doctor.

Do remember that she was 
a well-qualified doctor, was 
working in a fully equipped 
hospital, and yet when she had 
to save a life, was afraid to do her 
duty. And soon, journalists who 
have learnt to sniff out news, and 
search for the truth, whose job 
is to report to you and me, what 
really is happening all over the 
country, will stop doing so.

I remember a few years ago, 

in my daily column for Dubai's 
Khaleej Times I had called 
Hezbollah, terrorists, and there 
was a hue and cry from readers 
and the editor even threatened 
to stop my column. I stopped 
delving into the truth for some 
time, and then one day realised 
that whether the paper stopped 
my column or not, my job was to 
tell the truth to my readers and I 
continued to do so.

But for a few weeks they did 
manage to silence me, and like 
the scared doctor, thousands of 
journalists all over the country 
will react the same way after 
this arrest.

 As a people, we need to 
understand that the press needs 
bodyguards, not policemen or 
the secret service or black cats, 
but you the people.   

That doctor fi nally saved my 
life, and journalists who are 
allowed their freedom to write, 
will most probably save both 
yours and the life of our country..! 

bobsbanter@gmail.com

SRM IST Archery players won 4 golds, 2 silvers, and 1 bronze medals in the Buck Memorial Sports Festival 
2023 held at YMCA College, Chennai and secured overall Championship  (Senior & Junior).The winning 
team with Prof. C. Muthamizhchelvan, Vice Chancellor, Dr R Mohanakrishnan, Director Sports, and Lovely 
Sundar, Archery Coach, SRMIST

Lahore, Sep 6:  
Miscalculation proved 

nemesis for Afghanistan 
as they still had a 
chance to qualify after 
37.1 overs, but the brave 
Afghanis were unaware 
of it as Fazalhaq Farooqui 
came out and blocked 
when it was required for 
the team to hammer a 
six off the next three 
balls.  

Rashid Khan, who 
was at the non-striker’s 

end, could only watch 
agonisingly Farooqui 
blocking the first two 
balls and then getting 
out trapped leg before 
of the third ball, giving 
heartbreak for millions of 
Afghans.  Nevertheless, 
Afghanistan deserves all 
the kudos for putting 
a fantastic show with 
their never-say-die 
attitude while chasing an 
herculean target of 292 
runs in 37.1 overs at 

Gaddafi Cricket Stadium 
here on Tuesday.  

Opting to bat, Sri 
Lanka posted 291/8, 
riding high on Kusal 
Mendis who scored a 
magnificent 92 runs, 
and late onslaught by 
Maheesh Theekshana 
(28 off 24) and Dunith 
Wellalage (*33 off 39).  

Afghanistan began the 
chase by losing both their 
openers - Rahmatullah 
Gurvaz (4) and Ibrahim 

Afghanistan fail to qualify despite brave effort

Kandy, Sep 6: 
K.L. Rahul, whose 

fitness has been a concern 
for the past few months 
and is yet to play a 
match for India since his 
injury during 2023 IPL, 
has been named in the 
Indian 2023 ODI World 
Cup squad. 

Whereas, Sanju 
Samson who has been 
travelling with the squad 
as backup for Rahul 
for Asia Cup, has been 
dropped, along with 
Prasidh Krishna and 
Tilak Varma. 

Rahul is expected to 
join Team India ahead of 
the Super 4 game against 
Pakistan in the ongoing 
Asia Cup. 

Yuzvendra Chahal, 
who was dropped from 
Asia Cup, also did not 
find his name in the 
World Cup squad. 

For those who have 
missed out on the World 
Cup squad, Captain 
Rohit Sharma had a 
piece of advice asking 
them to cheer up and be 
optimistic as he had gone 
through such feelings in 
the past. 

 “There will be players 
who have missed. But 
that happens every World 
Cup. There is going to 
be disappointment, but 
we can only get 15 in. 
The talent we have in 
India is hard ... I have 
gone through it, I know 
how it feels. You have to 
keep your chin up ... it 

was about how to create 
good balance, keep good 
all-round options ... this 
is the best 15 we could 
get,” he said. 

Kuldeep Yadav is the 
lone specialist spinner 
who will be supported 
by bowling-all rounders 
Ravindra Jadeja and 
Axar Patel. 

World’s leading T20 
batsman Suryakumar 
Yadav has been 
picked up, despite his 
performance in ODIs has 
been upto mark. 

Shardul Thakur has 
been prefered for his 
batting abilities, which 
he showed during Test 
series Down Under a 

couple of years back. 
Replying to a query 

on team balance, Rohit 
said, “We have three all-
rounders, four seamers, 
seven batters. I don’t 
think we could do more 
than that. Whatever we 
had available, we gave 
it a thought to come up 
with the squad, so that 
we get some batting 
depth, spinning options 
... For us, this is the best 
combination.” 

Backing Rohit’s 
comments, Agarkar said, 
“There are discussions, 
because you want the 
best balance. Kuldeep 
takes the ball away from 
left-handers ... if you 

have quality bowlers, 
they will get to the 
opposition.” In the batting 
department, Rohit will be 
leading the pack along 
with Shubman Gill, Virat 
Kohli, Shreyas Iyer, 
Rahul and Suryakumar, 
who are in Sri Lanka to 
play in the ongoing Asia 
Cup. 

Rohit said India lacked 
batting depth as he hinted 
that No.8 and No.9 were 
not contributing with 
bat in crunch situations. 
“We need to create both 
bowling and batting 
depth... that is what was 
lacking in our team for 
a few years. When you 
talk about batting depth, 
the No. 8 and No. 9 
positions become very 
crucial. 

 “We have spoken to 
the bowlers... how they 
need to put their hand 
up to do the job for the 
team with the bat as 
well....it’s just that you 
have to be mindful of 
what you do...i will try 
to use my resources the 
best I can,” he said. 

India World Cup 
squad: Rohit Sharma 
(captain), Shubman Gill, 
Virat Kohli, Shreyas Iyer, 
Ishan Kishan, K.L. Rahul, 
Hardik Pandya (vice 
captain), Suryakumar 
Yadav, Ravindra Jadeja, 
Axar Patel, Shardul 
Thakur, Jasprit Bumrah, 
Mohammad Shami, 
Mohammad Siraj and 
Kuldeep Yadav  

Rahul in; Shreyas, Chahal 
out of World Cup squad

Proteas keeper
 to hang gloves

South Africa’s ace batter and wicket-keeper 
Quinton de Kock will step away from ODI cricket 
at the conclusion of the ICC Men’s ODI Cricket 
World Cup 2023.   

De Kock has decided to retire from the 50-over 
format at the end of the World Cup, as confirmed 
by Cricket South Africa (CSA) in their squad 
announcement release.   

Having made his ODI debut in 2013, De Kock 
has represented South Africa in 140 matches so 
far, aggregating 5966 runs at an average of 44.85 
and a strike rate of 96.08. He has 17 hundreds 
and 29 fifties to his name with a high score of 178 
that came against Australia at Centurion in 2016.   

As a wicket-keeper, de Kock has affected 183 
catches and 14 stumpings, an ICC report said.   

The 30-year-old was a part of the South Africa 
squad in the previous two editions of the Cricket 
World Cup where he has scored 450 runs in 17 
matches at an average of 30.  
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Zadran (7) -cheaply to 
Kasun Rajitha. And yet, 
they did not give up.  
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ெச"ைன, ெச&.6–
'.(.க. ஆ+-/0 'னச1 

ெகாைல, ெகா4ைள நைடெப:; 
ச+ட< ஒ>?@ AரCDE F+டE. 
Fைலவா- கHைமயாக உயLDE 
மMக4 பா'Mக&ப+H4ளனL 
எ"; வடெச"ைன வடM@ 
OழM@ மாவ+ட அRணா '.(.க. 
ெசயலாளL ஆL.எT. ராேஜW 
XYனாL.
வடெச"ைன ஆL.ேக. நகL 41வE 

ெத:@ வ+ட]':@ உ+ப+ட 
ேகா^ ம_ ெத`, க`ணாa' 
ெத`, '`b- -"னசாc ெத`, 
ேக.F.ேக.சாc ெத` அ"பழக" 
ெத`, நாவலL ெத`, -.d.
-:றர^ ெத`, ப@'/0 f] 
கc+gMகான பாக (கவLக4 
ஆேலாசைன X+ட< வ+ட 
ெசயலாளL ஏ.FனாயகiL]', 
ஏ:பா+g0 ப@' ெசயலாளL ஆL.
a]'யானDத< ("jைல/0 
நைடெப:றE. 
மாவ+ட ெசயலாளL ஆL.எT. 

ராேஜW ேப-யதாவE:–- 
ஒேர நாH ஒேர ேதLத0 வDதா0 

கRg&பாக ச+டம"ற< ம:;< 
நாடாmம"ற ேதLத0 ஒ"றாக 
வாM@ ப'n நைடெப;<. 
கடDத 100 நா+களாக நா< 
ேம:ெகா4ள&ப+ட வாMகாளL 
ச1பாL&p கள ஆqn ப_கைள 
வ+ட கழக ெசயலாளLக4 ம:;< 
பாக ெபா;&பாளLக4 iல< 
-ற&பாக ெசqE வ`Oேறா<. 

வாMகாளL ப+gயr0 ச1யான 
பg வாMகாளLகs" ெபயL இட< 
ெப:;4ளதா எ"பைத uH, 
uடாக ெச"; கள ஆqn ெசqய 
ேவRH<. 

30 ஆ"ர$ ேப'()
நல,-.ட உத4
ஆ+- இ`Dதாv< இ0ைல 

எ"றாv< மMகmM@ அLப_&p 
உணLேவாH ப_யா:Y 
ெசய0பH]' த`< ஒேர 
க+- இD'யாF0 அRணா 
'.(.க. க+- ம+H< தா".
இேத&ப@'/0 ^மாL 30-ஆ/ர< 
ேப`M@ வடெச"ைன வடM@ 
OழM@ மாவ+ட கழக]'" 
சாLd0 நல]'+ட உதFகைள 
மMகmM@  வழ?O உ4ேளா<. 
'.(.க. ஆ+-M@ வDE 26 

மாத?க4 ஆOy< ெகாH]த 

 !.".க. ஆ%&'( ெகாைல, ெகா/ைள,
1ைலவா& உய5வா( ம7க/ அவ!

வாM@;'க4 அைன]E< கா:Y0 
க:fர< ேபா0 கைரDE F+டE. 
எைதy< aைறேவ:ற ேபாவ'0ைல. 
மகsL உ1ைம ெதாைக zபாq 1000 < 
த`வத:@ ப0ேவ; த@'க4 ேதைவ 
எ"; காரண< கா+HO"றனL. ஒ` 
பMக< ஜா' dரbசைன, இ"ெனா` பMக< 
ச+ட< ஒ>?@ ALேகH dரbசைன, நா4 
ேதா;< ெகாைல, ெகா4ைள, '`+H 
வC&பYயா0 தcழக மMக4 அைனவ`< 
பய]'v< அbச]'v< உ4ளனL. 
ெகாேரானா கால]'0 அRணா '.(.க. 

அர^ எ&பg -ற&பாக நைடெப:றE. 
எ"பE மMக4 ந"@ அYவாLக4. 
எட&பாgயாL ஆ+-ைய ஒ+H ெமா]த 
இD'யாேவ '`<d பாLMக ைவ]தE. அர^ 
ப4s மாணவLக4 பய"ெப;< வைக/0 
{+ ேதLF0 7.5 சதFOத< இட ஒEM~H 
ெப:; தDதாL. ெபRகmM@ TX+g 
'+ட<, அ<மா cj OsjM, தாrM@ 
த?க<, '`மண a' உதF என அ.'.(.க. 
ஆ+- '+ட?கைள '.(.க அர^. (டMO 
F+டE. 
Fைலவா- உயLவா0 ஒ�ெவா` 

@H<ப]':@< z. 5 ஆ/ர< (த0 10 
ஆ/ர< வைர @H<ப ^ைம அ'க1]E 
மMக4 அ0ல0 பHO"றனL. கடDத 
ப]தாRHகளாக அRணா '.(.க. 
ஆ+-/0 மMக4 a<ம'யாக இ`DதனL. 
இ"ைற '.(.க. ஆ+-/0 நரக 
ேவதைனகைள அ�பFMO"றனL. 

உலக$ ேபா78$
த9ழக 4;ஞா=க>
இ"; FR_0 சD'ராய" FRகல< 

ராMெக+ ஏவ&ப+டத:@ (MOய காரண< 
நமE தcழக F�ஞாjக4 தா". என 
உலகளF0 ேபச&ப+H வDதாv< 
அத:@ (MOய காரணமாக இ`DதE 
pர+- தைலவL எ<.�.ஆL. தா". அவரE 
தைலைம/0 நைடெப:ற அRணா 
'.(.க. ஆ+-/0 தா" தcழக]'0 (த0 
(தலாக ெபாY/ய0 க0�1க4 அ'கமாக 
ெதாட?க&ப+H இ"; F�ஞாjக4 
உ`வாவத:@ அg]தளமாக அைமDதE. 
ஏைழ மMக4 நல�Mகாக பாHப+ட 

pர+-]தைலவL எ<.�.ஆL. pர+- 
தைலF அ<மா  ஆOய இ`வைரy< 
தcழக மMக4 இEவைர/v< �LMக 
த1-யாக]தா" பாL]E வ`O"றனL. 
ஆகேவ அவLக4 கா+gய வC/0 
நமE மMக4 ப_கைள ெதாடLDE 
ெசய0பH]'ட f] கc+gMகான 
க+- ப_கைள பாக ெபா;&பாளLக4 
E4sயமாக ெசqE (gMக ேவRH<. 
வ`< நாடாmம"ற, ச+டம"ற 
ேதLதைல சD']E �RH< pர+- தcழL 
எட&பாgயாL தைலைம/0 ெபா:கால 
ஆ+-ைய அைம&ேபா<.
 இ�வா; அவL ேப-னாL.  


